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Area Equipped for Irrigation 
Actually Irrigated

Description
The area equipped for agricultural irrigation that is actually irrigated is listed here by 
major country, in thousands of hectares (1,000 ha), for different five-year periods. The 
periods are 1988–1992, 1993–1997, 1998–2002, 2003–2007, and 2008–2012. Within each of 
these periods, data are typically available for only a single year, listed in the column la-
beled “Actual Year of Data.” Thus, for Afghanistan (the first entry), three data points are 
available, for the years 1990, 2002, and 2011, as noted.

The area actually irrigated is typically less than the area capable of being irrigated (or 
equipped for irrigation), since actual water availability, climatic conditions, economic 
factors, and decisions about cropping and fallowing patterns vary annually.

Countries not included on this list either have no irrigation or no reported data—their 
absence from the list is not an indication of which condition applies.

Limitations
Data are collected by the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO), 
usually through country reports and information about crop production. Different 
methods of collecting these data are used in different regions. All of the data are made 
available through the FAO’s AQUASTAT database, as noted below. For some countries, 
data are available for only a single year.

Sources
UN FAO. 2013. AQUASTAT database. Rome, Italy: Food and Agriculture Organization of the United 

Nations. http://www.fao.org (accessed February 6, 2013).
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Overseas Development Assistance 
for Water Supply and Sanitation,  
by Donating Country, 2004–2011
Description
The annual overseas development assistance, or official development assistance (ODA), 
for water supply and sanitation is listed here, by donating country (and European Union 
institutions), for the years 2004 through 2011. Shown are the total amounts committed, 
in current US dollars in millions.

“ODA” is the term given to funding that flows from governments or multilateral insti-
tutions for the purpose of providing aid to countries. This funding is usually provided for 
the purpose of promoting economic development and welfare and is “concessional in 
character and conveys a grant element of at least 25 percent.” ODA can take a number of 
forms, including technical assistance, investment projects, debt forgiveness or resched-
uling, equity investments, and other assistance. The Organisation for Economic Co- 
operation and Development’s (OECD’s) Development Assistance Committee (DAC) 
identifies eleven subsectors in the “water supply and sanitation” category:

Water resources policy and administrative management

Water resources protection

Water supply and sanitation—large systems

Water supply—large systems

Sanitation—large systems

Basic drinking water supply and basic sanitation

Basic drinking water supply

Basic sanitation

River development

Waste management and disposal

Education and training in water supply and sanitation

Data table 11 provides a breakdown of ODA for water supply and sanitation by these 
subsectors.


