WATTER BRIEF 4

Water Conflict Chronology

Peter H. Gleick and Matthew Heberger

The full Pacific Institute Water Conflict Chronology, updated for 2010-2012, appears be-
low. A summary of recent events is provided in Water Brief 3 in this volume. As noted in
volume 7 of The World'’s Water, a detailed, interactive online database now provides inte-
grated Google Maps and filters to permit readers and researchers to view entries filtered
by time period, location, and subject. It also includes a separate searchable bibliography.

The Water Conflict Chronology has appeared in every volume of The World's Water since
1998. It continues to be one of the most popular features of this report, and we continue
to seek out and include additions sent by readers and researchers around the world. The
chronology is increasingly being used by media and academics, and in 2013 it was cited
by Fareed Zakaria (2013) of CNN.

The current categories or types of conflicts include the following:

Military tool (state actors): water resources, or water systems themselves,
are used by a nation or state as a weapon during a military action.

Military target (state actors): water resources or water systems are targets
of military actions by nations or states.

Terrorism or domestic violence, including cyberterrorism (nonstate actors):
water resources or water systems are the targets or tools of violence or
coercion by nonstate actors. A distinction is drawn between environmen-
tal terrorism and ecoterrorism (see Gleick 2006).

Development disputes (state and nonstate actors): water resources or wa-
ter systems are a major source of contention and dispute in the context of
economic and social development.

Please email any contributions with full citations and supporting information to
pgleick@pipeline.com.
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