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By Peter H. Gleick 
 

Praise for previous volumes of The World’s Water: 
 

“There are few books that can genuinely be described as indispensable. This is 

one…essential reading.”      — Financial Times Global Water Report 
 

"The series continues to be an invaluable collection of all kinds of water-related materials, 

ranging from concise stand-alone chapters on important topics to numerous sections of 

data.”     — Journal of the American Water Resources Association 

 

Washington, DC (January 16, 2014) — What do the controversy over fracking, 

desalination costs, and the growing Syrian civil war have in common? Water. Global 

freshwater supply affects a broad range of issues, including public health, food crises, 

and environmental catastrophes. 

The eighth edition of The World’s Water series, edited by Peter Gleick, the world’s 

foremost expert on freshwater, shows how water touches everything. It addresses a 

myriad of issues including water conflict, global water governance, and water 

management and their effects on the economy and climate. In this highly regarded 

series, Gleick and his Pacific Institute colleagues have provided potential solutions to 

these problems as well as expert insights into freshwater issues, key water data, and 

more.  

In The World’s Water Volume 8, foreword writer and former World Bank vice president 

Ismail Serageldin writes, “The World’s Water series [has] provided the most thoughtful, 
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comprehensive, and interesting coverage of the available knowledge and the insights 

needed to deal with the myriad problems that water represents.” 

Additional topics covered include: 

 Ongoing and unchecked cholera outbreaks directly caused by lack of access to 

safe water; 

 Ways to involve the corporate sector in more sustainable water management 

practices; 

 The emerging market for sustainable water jobs; and 

 “Zombie water projects,” or expensive infrastructure proposals that are killed off 

and brought back to life despite social, political, environmental, or economic 

flaws in the plan. 

Like previous volumes, in addition to full chapters the book includes In Brief reports, a 

complete table of contents and index that span all eight volumes of the series, and 

updated data tables regarding international conflicts over water, the Millennium 

Development Goals,  irrigation and agriculture, water funding, and more. 

Gleick and his contributors combine abundant data, insightful analysis, and conviction 

that better education and awareness of water issues will lead to implementing smart and 

effective solutions. The World’s Water Volume 8, like its predecessors, is an invaluable 

resource for community leaders, health officials, academics, students, and others whose 

work touches on freshwater. 

Peter H. Gleick is the president of the Pacific Institute in Oakland, Calif., and is a 

recipient of the prestigious MacArthur Fellowship for his work on water issues. 
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Founded in 1984, Island Press works to stimulate, shape, and communicate the information that 

is essential for solving environmental problems. Today, with more than 800 titles in print and 

some 40 new releases each year, it is the nation’s leading publisher of books on environmental 

issues. But Island Press does more than publish books. It advances environmental science by 

nurturing the exchange of ideas across disciplines and sectors, and by helping to create a 

multidisciplinary literature on environmental problems and solutions. The knowledge created is 

spread far beyond the range of a limited marketplace through sophisticated communications 

initiatives that reach journalists, academics, policymakers, practitioners, and the general public. 

Through these efforts, Island Press is driving change by moving ideas from the printed page to 

public discourse and practice. Island Press’s emphasis is, and will continue to be, on transforming 

objective information into understanding and action. For more information and further updates 

be sure to visit www.islandpress.org. 
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