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Reported Cases of Dracunculiasis

by Country, 1972 to 2005

Description
Dracunculiasis, or guinea worm disease, is the result of contact with water contami-
nated with a parasite, and hence directly related to drinking unclean water. A global
campaign is under way to eradicate guinea worm. Although the original goal of elimi-
nation by the year 2000 has failed, substantial progress continues to be made. We have
reported on this disease in The World’s Water 1998–1999 and in The World’s Water
2002–2003. This update adds the last five years of data and summarizes the successes
made in reducing the number of cases and endemic countries. Complete elimination
could occur within five to seven years.

Guinea worm cases are reported here by country. Figure DT 15.1 shows reported
cases from 1972 to 2005. Comprehensive monitoring began in the late 1980s. By 2005,
the number of cases had declined to just 10,674 in twelve countries, down from a peak
of nearly a million in the late 1980s in twenty countries. Moreover, nine of the twelve
countries that still report the disease have fewer than 200 cases each. The vast majority
of cases are in the Sudan and Ghana, with several hundred still reported annually in
Mali. The Sudan continues to be racked by a genocidal civil war, limiting the ability of
health workers to implement a comprehensive guinea worm detection and prevention
program. The total number of cases reported from 1990 to 1996 may not equal the
totals obtained by adding the country numbers. In these cases, the World Health Orga-
nization (WHO) adjusted totals to reflect estimates for countries not reporting at the
time, or reporting by a different system than that used by the WHO.

Limitations
Dracunculiasis cases occur primarily in remote, rural areas. Reporting has improved
tremendously in the past decade through implementation of comprehensive monitor-
ing programs, but some cases may still be missed or underreported. Data for early
years should be viewed with care, because many national reporting programs were not
established before the late 1980s or early 1990s. For some countries, the totals reflect
imported cases only. Cameroon, Chad, and Central African Republic have stopped
reporting, or report zero cases, but they have yet to be certified as free of the disease—
a process that takes several years.
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Number of Dracunculiasis Cases Reported
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FIGURE DT 15.1 Reported Dracunculiasis cases, 1972-2005.
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