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Global Cholera Cases and Deaths

Reported to the World Health

Organization, 1970 to 2004

Description
Annual cases and deaths from cholera are shown here for all continental regions, along
with the number of countries reporting. Cholera is one of many waterborne diseases
that are a consequence of the lack of sanitation services and access to clean drinking
water. Some data on cholera cases and deaths are available as early as 1922 from
reports to the League of Nations, but consistent reports are available from World
Health Organization (WHO) since 1950 only. The data here are given annually from
1970 to 2004, with a sum of total cases for Asia from 1950 to 1969.  

Figure DT 14.1 and Figure DT 14.2 show the annual number of deaths and total
cases from 1970 to 2004. These data clearly reflect the rapid and severe spread of
cholera in Latin America during the seventh pandemic, starting with the appearance of
cholera in Peru in 1991 and spreading rapidly. That sharp spike in cholera was the first
manifestation of the seventh pandemic in the Americas (defined as North, Central, and
South America and the Caribbean) and was the first time that the Americas has seen
more than a handful of indigenous cases in over a century. Figure DT 14.3 shows the
total number of countries reporting to the WHO. As shown, the number has fluctuated
over time and has dropped significantly in recent years, which may have an important
role in the quality of the overall totals (see Limitations). 

Limitations
These data are only the cases identified and reported to the WHO and do not include
undiagnosed or unreported cases. The number of countries reporting cholera cases
and deaths increased in Asia in the 1960s and 1970s, declining in the 1980s and then
peaking in the 1990s. The number of countries reporting in the past five years is far
below the peak, suggesting that totals shown in the table and figures could seriously
underrepresent total cholera cases and deaths.
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Source
The WHO maintains surveillance and reporting programs for cholera and provides online data in

several places. These data were collected, sorted, and summed from http://www.who.int/
emc-documents/surveillance/docs/whocdscsrisr2001.html/cholera/cholera.htm.

All 1999 data: http://www.who.int/emc/diseases/cholera/choltbl1999.html.
All 2000 data: http://www.who.int/wer/pdf/2001/wer7631.pdf.
All 2001 to 2004 data: http://www.who.int/topics/cholera/wer/en/index.html.
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Data Section 291

Global Cholera Deaths Reported 1970 to 2004
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FIGURE DT 14.1 Reported global cholera deaths, 1970-2004.
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FIGURE DT 14.2 Reported global cholera cases, 1970-2004.
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Number of Reporting Countries
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FIGURE DT 14.3 Number of reporting countries, 1970-2004.
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