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Bottled Water Consumption by

Country, 1997 to 2004

Description
Total bottled water consumption is reported by region and country for the years from
1997 to 2004. Data for 2004 are preliminary estimates. Units are in thousand cubic
meters per year. The greatest consumption occurs in the United States and Mexico. In
1997, China was the ninth largest consumer of bottled water. By 2004, consumption in
China had risen to third greatest, on a par with Brazil. Total global consumption
exceeds 154 million cubic meters. Data for Fiji show almost no bottled water con-
sumption, though, ironically, Fiji is the source of a premium bottled water sold in the
United States. The Beverage Marketing Corporation (BMC) assigns countries to a con-
tinental region, shown in the first column.

Limitations
Data earlier than 1997 are not currently or consistently available. No distinction among
types of bottled water is provided, and such definitions may vary from country to
country. Data are not available for all countries of the world.

Source
Data were provided by the Beverage Marketing Corporation to the author in 2005 and
are used with permission.
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